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                 COUNCIL OF ORGANIZATIONS SERVING DEAF ALABAMIANS


                                          Advocacy . . .  Cooperation . . .  Networking




COSDA General Meeting
April 12, 2007

AIDT

Montgomery, AL 

In Attendance: Charlot Ritenbaugh, Rann Gordon, Ricky Holman, John Mascia, Jaime McPoland, Sam Feibelman, Jim Harris, Patty Sransky, Linda Bingham, Horace Carson, Tammy Adams, Alice Sette, Deb Losey, Tracie Helms, Johnny Harris, Carolyn Jones, Sam Gilliam, Jenny Ashley, Linda Cole, Karla Smith, Jennifer Fanning, Dianne Parrish, Dee McBride, Angie McCarthy, Denise Holmes, Cayla Lackey, Karen McLean, Evon Black, Hal Suddreth, Jay Croft, Alice Randolph and Joy Antar

Minutes: Linda Turner

· Linda called roll for the fifteen member organizations. There were representatives present for thirteen of those members. 
· Copies of the minutes were sent to the general membership electronically and corrections were elicited at this time. The following corrections were noted: 

· Include Angel Dalgren in the list of interpreters. 
· Under Minutes change “Horace Carson made a motion that we forego reading the minutes at the general meetings.” to “Horace Carson made a motion that we forego reading the minutes at the meeting since everyone received a copy.”

· Under AAD’s Member Organizations Report change Clara Gordon to Claudia Gordon. 
· Evon Black made a motion to accept the minutes with corrections. Sam Feibelmen seconded. 
Financial Report: Horace Carson
· Horace brought and distributed twenty-five copies of report and entertained questions/comments.
· Charlot Ritenbaugh made a motion to accept the financial report. Tammy Adams seconded and approval was unanimous. 
Membership Committee - Linda Bingham 
· Dues have been received all from paying members, with the number currently at fifteen. The Mobile Association for the Blind is in the process of applying for membership and there has been a delay in the Sorenson Membership application due to new management. Linda continues to follow-up on the Hearing Loss Association and is having difficulty finding a contact person. 
· Saint Marks Episcopal church was listed as a member in the past. Jay Croft is now the priest in charge and will bring it up to the congregation next Sunday. 
· Linda Bingham commented she had a co-worker, Amelia Englund, who would if willing to do a COSDA brochure if the membership would like for her to. 
Awards Committee Report -  Patty Sransky
· An email was sent to representatives of the membership organizations for awards nominations. Currently we have received two nominations, but need more. Anyone needing a nomination form may see Patty. April 30th is the deadline for nominations. 

President’s Report: Shannon Reese 
· A volunteer is needed to plan the food, program, price and etc for the upcoming luncheon. The room has been reserved. Rann Gordon volunteered to accept this responsibility.
· A discussion ensued as to program content and Rann determined the committee would meet and inform the membership of their decision via email.  
· AAD Conference Committee asked if COSDA would like to purchase an ad in their program booklet. Horace Carson made a motion that COSDA purchase a full page ad for $175. Rann Gordon seconded the motion and approval was unanimous. Tammy Adams commented she could email the ad purchased by ADRS two years ago if the membership would like to use it.
New Business
· Horace Carson reported the Certificate of Deposit matures on the twenty-fifth of this month (April). This will happen automatically unless we choose to do something different. A motion or discussion was elicited as to the membership’s desire to continue with the CD or cash it in and return it to the checking account. Horace commented we should have enough money in checking to cover the expenses through the June luncheon and made a motion that we roll the CD over. Jim Harris seconded the motion and all were in favor with no opposition. 
· Shannon Reese discussed the importance of AAD and COSDA working together. AAD is in the process of setting up a new affiliate membership. We can join for a 15 dollar membership and share resources and expertise for the conferences and etc. Evon Black expounded on this affiliate membership. She stated that AAD is trying to grow affiliate members. These numbers are necessary to show to the legislature in our support to fight for the rights of deaf people. AAD has always had COSDA’s support and since COSDA is a lead organization in the state, this affiliate membership would further enhance our relationship. Sam Feibelman made a motion we become a two-year affiliate member of AAD at a cost of fifteen dollars. Evon Black seconded the motion and approval was unanimous.
· The conference will be held at the hotel at Perimeter Park, close to the Summit. AAD has a contract for the Inverness Room and COSDA will pay AAD for the food. The food will range from $25-$35 per plate, depending on the choice.  
Focus Group Reports 

Public Awareness 

· Tammy Adams has been working with Cindy Camp regarding the website. Linda Bingham will talk with Amelia England about working with COSDA’s website and report back to Shannon. We need to boost advertisement and recruitment. 
Education – Linda Turner 
· Dan Miller and Linda Turner will present at the statewide MEGA Conference in July. 
Weather Warning – Evon Black 
· Tammy Adams, Belinda Montgomery and I met with Kim Boswell about a videotape relating to the bird flu epidemic, chemical disasters and etc. The best way to get the information out to Deaf customers was discussed, as well as goals to accomplish Deaf needs such as bullet information for each topic. Some of you went to the CEPIN - the disaster type training.  The guy from Department of Public health informed me that the script is almost finished. We are looking for pictures and a blog related to the VT for the wording. During the discussion I learned something new. We talked about the bird flu and the procedure was discussed. People are not thinking about Deaf people because they tend to share instead of staying home.  During an epidemic the requirement is for everyone is to stay home.  I explained this procedure might not be ideal for Deaf people.  We will further these kinds of issues at a later date.   
· I have discussed this with Ms. Hill, but I hope to have Ms. Kim Boswell to present the information at the AAD conference to show the videotapes.  

· Hal Suddreth is also part of the team. Hal was involved with a round table with Red Cross. We had representatives from different counties. It was a good meeting. I was bothered about the special needs not being addressed. The focus was on medical issues. These folks need to be educated.  There needs to be a system to get the information out. There needs to be a warning to be sent out to deaf pagers. 

· We don't have the resources to accomplish everything now. Thanks to Mental health for the resources for the VT. The Mobile EMA did not have a representative. We want to involve them. Mobile area sees the disasters. Steve Hamerdinger, myself and others want to discuss with them regarding their involvement. In Florida they have emergency preparedness for Deaf and Hard of Hearing. Hopefully, we can find the resources to set up a state-wide weather alert system. The CERT is trying to set up training for people to learn what to do and where to go during emergencies. 
Interpreter Training Program  - Karen McClean 

· Judith Gilliam and I recently met with several organizations. A request for 500 thousand dollars was made to start an ITP. The amount was lowered to 250 thousand. We are asking that each of you contact your legislators/senators to increase this amount back to 500 thousand. A sample letter was distributed on Terpinfo for sending to Senators/Legislators. 
John Mascia commented on the importance of this letter writing campaign and encouraged all members to do their part. The Education Budget will more than likely come up at the end of the month, so these letters should be sent within the next week or so. 
Legislative committee – Judith Gilliam 


Since Judith Gilliam was not present, this report will be held until our next meeting. 
Equipment Distribution Program -  Charlot Ritenbaugh. 
· ATAP has been in effect for 7 years and is available through the regional centers. We submitted a proposal for increased funding to purchase equipment for Deaf and Blind to access telecommunications throughout the state. The cost was shocking to them. Different components of Alabama Institute for the Deaf and Blind are working on this type of equipment. We also have a vision for a warning system and supplying Deaf consumers with limited use of used pagers. We have a lot of dreams but need to work with our funding system. 
· Jay Croft asked for clarification on “limited use of pagers”.  Charlot explained the Deaf person who has a pager would receive information about weather warnings. The FCC will not allow the ATAP program to pay for a pager service. The individual would have to purchase the service. We want something to place in the hands of people who can't afford pagers. Again…this is only a dream. We want some way for a portable system to alert people to a severe weather warning. Jay commented a few years ago this meant TTY. That cost was about 300 dollars plus a phone line. Now I have a pager and it costs about 30 dollars per month. I would like a way to throw out TTYS and use pagers now. 
· Evon Black explained the TTYs don't need to be on a shelf. TTYs are still valuable for Hard of Hearing people who don't know how to sign. We may need to include more current equipment. Sprint is working on a pager with a larger font. 2 years ago Sprint was moving toward wireless data and that is now being marketed. The pagers will not cover all areas in Alabama. That is sad and we are still trying. We are still researching that. I appreciate all of Charlot’s hard work. The PSC needs to recognize the variety of needs and equipment. 
ALRID – Karen McClean 
· ALRID's current project is the ITP. Interpreters who pass The Educational Interpreter Proficiency Interview (EIPA) at a level 4 can now be considered as certified members of RID. There have been three local chapters to close. Dothan, Birmingham and Montgomery.  If you know of anyone who would like to establish a chapter, please let us know. We will begin sending tidbits of information about ALRID to the Terpinfo listserv to get some little known facts out. The Interpreters and Transliterators of Color (ITOC)  chair is working on establishing more diversity within ALRID. RID is working on this issue at the top level. There are not many men nor interpreters of color. These numbers need to change. Any questions? Let us know what ALRID can do for you.
ALBIT -Melvin Walker

· ALBIT had a public hearing on February 9, 2007 concerning changing the levels at which performance test are accepted for a renewable permit.  The board meeting followed this public hearing and a motion was made and passed to accept the following test at the following levels.
Georgia QA - Levels 3,4,5
Florida QA - Level 3
Florida EIE - Level 3
Mississippi QA - Level 3
EIPA - Levels 3.0 - 3.9
The renewal season went really well with the help of our new board administrator Leadership Alliance.  The rosters on the ALBIT website will be updated soon to show all who have renewed with a new expiration date of March 14, 2008.  New cards will be issued soon.  The license and permit cards have been revised and will be a plastic card that has enhanced security features.  The cards have been ordered and should be mailed out soon.
The next board meeting is on April 27, 2007 at 1:00 pm.  The meeting will be held at our new board office.  Check the website for directions. 
AAD - Shannon Reese 
· AAD conference information will be sent out soon. From now until May the tickets are $120 dollars and will be $150 at the door. We will have a pageant, interpreter workshops for CEUs and a silent auction on May 5th from 1-3 PM at Saint John's church. 
· We also have an AAD stress ball as a fund raiser, at a cost of $3. Make your conference reservations at the hotel soon. Since traffic is so bad on highway 280, it would be nice to stay there. There are also many nice restaurants. If you want information go to the website. We will send out listserv information soon. 
Regional Centers - Charlot Ritenbaugh.
· We are thrilled many interpreters from the regional center have volunteered. Would all of the regional center people stand? There are many young professionals here today. That is exciting. Some of us want to retire soon. We have a brand new facility in Tuscaloosa on Skyland Blvd . Some of you have had a tour but all of you are welcome to visit. We are proud of it. 
ASD - Pam Shaw

· Graduation is May 30th. We have 21 seniors graduating. Out commencement speaker is Martel VanZant. He is a Deaf,  African American from Oklahoma . He is a junior in college. He plays football. The kids requested him. We went through the sports association to get him. Let's hope he doesn't get hurt during spring practice or Dr. John Mascia will speak. 
· Again, our summer camp is conflicting with AAD conference. Parent’s weekend is 16th and 17th and the camp is 17th through 23rd. 
Department of Mental Health – Shannon Reese 
· The Bailey Deaf Unit is at 12/7.  Our ability to admit patient is still limited by the over-crowding of the general hospital.  Need 2 nurses before going 24/7
· 1,438 people with hearing loss reported in community service programs. Of these, 104 are deaf. 45 people with hearing loss (unchanged) were served in the facilities, including 10 deaf people.
· Group homes are doing very well.  We are hoping that other will be opened, but this is very contingent on funding and we are concerned about FY08. 
· Mental Health Interpreter Training (MHIT) will be in June
· The Office of Deaf Services is now recognized as a national leader in mental health interpreting as demonstrated by:
· Leadership in the Northeast University Post Graduate Certificate in interpreting program development Majority of the authors of the RID standard Practice paper for mental health interpreting are ODS staff Four (out of four submitted) papers on mental health interpreting were accepted for the RID national convention this year
· Several papers have been accepted at ADARA.  Steve's term as President at ADARA ends this June (for which he will be very glad)
EH Gentry  - Rann Gordon

· Recently several students took the exit exam. One passed it and is thinking of attending NTID. His self-esteem has grown. Other students passed the language portion. We have 8 commitments to the schools for remediation classes. We have the work keys program which you will hear about this afternoon. 
· E.H. Gentry will be helping AAD in sponsoring one of the speakers. A Deaf woman who is a doctor for NTID and Gallaudet. Her office is in Rochester and she goes to Gallaudet as well. Dr. Carolyn Stern. Have you heard of her? She wants to offer more than what we have asked her to present. I wanted to talk to Shannon and Liz about availability and slots. She wants to give a workshop to our interpreters. We have spoken with Karen about that. Several Deaf consumers have asked about medical terms. Many Deaf consumers depend on their families to interpret at physician’s offices. 
· EH Gentry will be represented at the AAD conference. 
Shannon Reese commented that she wished to thank Matt Kochie for fixing up the AAD Website. It is now awesome.  
ADRS  - Cayla Lackey

· Tammy  wanted me to share about the strategic plan. We revisit our strategic plan every three years. This plan actually drives what VR does. Our stakeholders are important in this process. This year the strategic meetings will be from 9 AM -12 PM. Tammy will send out further information. Meetings are planned as follows:

· Monday, April 30th - Huntsville

· Tuesday, May 1st - Birmingham

· Wednesday May 2 - Talladega at EH Gentry  

· Thursday May 3rd - Montgomery
· Friday, May 4th - Mobile. 

JSU - Linda Turner 

· Linda announced the collaborative effort with EHG, Lakeshore and JSU in preparation for College Prep 2007 for Deaf and Hard of Hearing. This two-week intensive camp will be held from June 3, 2007 until June 15, 2007. Linda asked if anyone knew of prospective college students who may be interested in attending, to see her about an application or see any vocational rehabilitation counselor.  
JCCD -  Jennie Ashley

· Things are going well. We have been busy getting ready for CARF and received a 3 year outcome. 

· Currently preparing for kids camp this summer. 
· Recently had a town hall meeting and will have 2-3 per year. 
· Busy doing job placements. Come by for a visit. 
Jay Croft announced that April 9th is an important day in American history. It is Evon Black's birthday. 
Adjourned at 11:45 AM. 
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