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                 COUNCIL OF ORGANIZATIONS SERVING DEAF ALABAMIANS


                                          Advocacy . . .  Cooperation . . .  Networking




2006 COSDA Annual Business Meeting
August 24, 2006

Mobile, Alabama
In attendance: Tammy Adams, Liz Hill, Horace Carson, Nancy Mascia, Rickey Holman, Evon Black, Dru Sweatman, Belinda Montgomery, Jill Farmer, Angel Dahlgren, Tanya Nelson, Lisa Gould, Cheryl Willis, Angela Thompson, Susan Gordon, Charlot Ritenbaugh, Rann Gordon, Florence Vance, Buford Gilliam, Joy Antar, Shannon Reese, Wendell ?, Judith Gilliam, Jim Harris, Linda Bingham, Denise Murray, Pam Shaw, Lynn Hayes, Willie Jenkins, Vernetta Meyers

COSDA minutes:  Patty Sransky called roll for the Member Organizations and the quorum was met. Representatives from 11 of the 15 member organizations were present for the meeting. Minutes from the April 20, 2006 General meeting were approved. 

COSDA  Financial Report: Horace Carson handed out copies of the Treasurer’s report dated August 24, 2006. Total funds in the checking account as of August 24, 2006 was $7,251.96

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Membership Committee: Shannon Reese
There are currently 15 member organizations. We would like to see an increase in this number. If anyone would like to chair this committee, please see Shannon Reese. The new dues structure has been working fine. 

ByLaws Committee: Charlot Ritenbaugh

Charlot handed out copies of the draft of the new ByLaws, with changes in bold print. The By Laws were approved by a majority vote. Some organizations are only able to pay dues on a yearly basis. We will not change the ByLaws to reflect that, instead, the secretary will send out a bill for the second year dues payment. The new COSDA secretary will send out the ByLaws which were approved as today.
Nominations Committee: Lynne Stokley

Lynne could not be here for the meeting, but copies of her report were handed out to all present. Shannon Reese will automatically become the new president of COSDA. Tammy Adams will become the past president. Jim Harris and Liz Hill handled the voting process for new officers. There was already a proposed slate of officers. There was a call for nominations from the floor, but there were no new nominations. The proposed slate of officers was accepted, seconded and voted on. 

2006-2008 COSDA Officers

President

Shannon Reese

Past President

Tammy Adams

President Elect
Denise Murray
Treasurer

Horace Carson

Secretary

Linda Turner

2006 COSDA Conference, August 24, 2006, Mobile, AL
Conference Committee: Joy Antar and Angel Dahlgren
· Joy and Angel have done a great job coordinating the 2006 conference. So far 80 people have registered and 75 have paid. The other 5 will pay when they arrive. Debbie Robinson is handling registration. Joy will pay for four people to attend the Awards Banquet tomorrow.  

· Silent Auction- About 20 items were collected for the auction. Bids will be accepted through 10:30am tomorrow. 

· Program books – The company that printed the programs in the past, told us of a price increase at the last minute, so the committee found someone else to print the programs for about $300.00. Joy personally copied handouts for the presenters, but may ask them to bring their own materials next time.

· Lisa and Angel worked out the interpreter schedule for the conference. There were 9 interpreters from ADRS, AIDB and JCCD. 
· We may have a small profit from the conference, depending on the success of the silent auction.

Awards Committee Report: Denise Murray

· As of June 30th there were only 4 nominations. A memo was sent out extending award nominations to July 14th. There are now 15 nominations, and all categories are represented.  There were four judges from different organizations, two were hearing and two were deaf. There was a 1-5 rating scale and when scores were tallied, there was a clear winner in each category. 
· Plaques were ordered from the same company we used in the past. Rann will be MC for the Awards Ceremony.
Member Organization Announcements/Reports
· ALBIT – Dru Sweatman ALBIT has been without an administrator for a while. The ALBIT office has moved to JCCD. The Public Service Commission has donated $25,000.00 to support the Licensure Board. She encouraged community interpreters to look at the website www.albit.state.al.us  The next board meeting will be at 9:00am on Sept. 15th. It is open to the public. You are now able to renew your license online. Every 10th person that renews will be audited and required to show documentation of CEU’s. Deaf individuals are exempt from paying the yearly fee. It is $35.00 for the first application and $50.00 for subsequent renewals. 
· AIDB - Charlot Ritenbaugh said that all AIDB Regional Directors will be here for the COSDA meeting.
· EH Gentry-Rann Gordon said that EH Gentry has hired a new academics teacher, Carolyn Jones, to replace Debbie Stovall. Debbie will continue teaching GED classes Monday and Wednesday, as well as Community Sign Language classes. On September 11th , the 3rd set of FIT(Focused Industrial Training) classes will begin. All but one student passed the final test the last time the class was offered. Horace Carson said that E.H.Gentry is now offering a new testing program through the ACT organization. It is called Work Keys, and Gentry has a site license. They will begin to provide testing in the near future.
2006 COSDA Conference, August 24, 2006, Mobile, AL
· AAD – Judith Gilliam said that membership is down. Many have not renewed their membership. Had a two year membership cycle in the past, but in 2001 changed to a one year membership. This has not worked well. May go back to two year cycle. They are trying to set up a website.
· NAD – Judith Gilliam Attended the conference in Palm Desert, CA. We should be proud of what Alabama has accomplished. During the conference they worked on a new set of ByLaws. They were given a list of 20 priorities and picked the top 5 for their state. In 2008 the NAD conference should be in New Orleans.
· Sprint – Evon Black Sprint is moving more in the wireless direction. The Blackberry 757? Does not work in Alabama. Now you can call direct to the video phone by way of the 1-800 number. Sprint is still working on Emergency Preparedness issues. Dru Sweatman said that you can register your phone number or email at www.emergencyemail.com. This will work for emergency warnings. 
· JCCD- Denise Murray Four years ago they received an ADECA grant for AL Customized Employment Support. This grant will end in September. They had a celebration of employers who had customized employment for consumers with disabilities. Three employers and five employees got certificates. They will continue the programs even though the grant has run out. February 9th will be the JCCD fundraiser, “Weekend for Lovers”. They will announce the “oldies” group that will be performing at a later date. It is still in negotiation. 
· Department of Mental Health-Shannon Reese Steve sent a report from Mental Health. Steve is the interim director for the Bailey Unit in Montgomery at this time. Thirty five people have registered for the Mental Health Interpreter Training program. All four Regional Coordinator positions are filled. The RCD from Mobile could not be here today. 
· ASD – Pam Shaw There are 25 new students at the Alabama School for the Deaf. Homecoming will be September 16th . They will be playing the Florida School for the Deaf. ASD will be sponsoring a Visual Phonics workshop. 
General Announcements

· Tammy said that the past 2 years have gone by quickly. COSDA’s financial situation is in much better shape at this time. She continues to be passionate about what COSDA can accomplish. We still need to encourage more partnerships among the member organizations. She has set up a filing cabinet at the ADRS office in Montgomery. It contains the history of COSDA from 1984-the present.
· Judith Gilliam thanked ADRS for sending some deaf students to the NAD Convention. It was a wonderful leadership experience for them. 
· The Southeast Leadership Camp will be in Eagle Rock, GA the last week of July 2007. Alabama has agreed to donate $1,000.00 to support the camp. Liz Hill is the coordinator. It is still in the beginning stages. They are looking for about 25 campers, as well as staff volunteers.
· ADRS Strategic Plan – They have now completed the first 3 years of the plan and have entered the second 3 year cycle. 
· Some representatives from the University of Arkansas will come to Alabama to help set up 3 or 4 town hall meetings. They have asked AAD to help. The Town Hall meetings will be in January and February of 2007.
Patty Sransky, COSDA Secretary
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